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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-14 (cancelled) 

15. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its ability to 
affect the interaction of TACI with TAC1 L, the method comprising the steps of: 
a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) a TACI protein, wherein said TACI protein comprises comprising a 
polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(b) afragmente of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2; or 

(c) a polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid sequence that is at 
least 907S% identical to SEQ ID NO: 1 ; 

wherein said polypeptides and fragments of (i) (a), (b) and (c) bind 
TA€J-fc SEP ID NO:4 : 

(ii) a TACI L protein, wherein said TACI L protein comprises comprising 
a polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; 

(b) a_fragmente of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; or 

(c) a polypeptide encoded by a nucleic acid sequence that is at 
least 9075% identical to SEQ ID NO: 3; 

wherein said polypeptides and fragments of (ii) (a), (b) and (c) bind TACI 
SEP ID NO: 2 : and 

(iii) ajthe test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the TACI protein of (i) and the 
TACI L protein of (ii) : 
such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test_compound that affects the interaction of the TACI protein of (0 and 
the TACI L protein of (ii) is identified. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein at least one of the TACI 
proteins of (i) and the TACI L protein s of (ii) is labeled with a detectable moiety. 
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17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein both the TACI proteins of 
(i) and (ii)nnd the TACI L protein are soluble. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of claim 17 wherein both the soluble TACI 
protein ofii} and the soluble TACI L protein of (ii) are labeled with a detectable moiety. 

19. (Previously added) The method of claim 15 wherein the test compound is an 
antibody. 

20. (Previously added) The method of claim 19 wherein the antibody is a 
humanized antibody. 

21. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the composition is formed 
by adding the test compound to n compooition c o mprioing the TACI thejrotein_ofIij and 
the TACI L protein of (ii) . 

22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein step (b) comprises 
determining a dissociation constant of the interaction of the protein of (i) x aci wit h the 
protein of ("ii Y TACT T. 

23. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein step (b) comprises 
assessing activation of the protein of ri)T ACI in a cell. 

24. (Currently amended) The method of claim 23 wherein assessing activation of the 
protein of (i)TA€t in a cell is measured by calcium influx. 

25. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the protein of (iiVTACI L 
is anseJabte-extracellular domain. TACT T; 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 25 wherein the soluble extracellular 
domainJFAGti furthercomprises a leucine zipper domain. 



27. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein the-^ACI protein of (i) is 
soluble anextracellular domain. T-A£M 

28. (Currently amended) The method of claim 27 wherein the sekri^xtracellular 
domain further comnri ses a Fc domain TAri ii-Turi r?n 
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29. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the interaction o f TACI with TACI L, the m et h o d c omprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) a TACI protein , wherein p aid TACI protein eom p rioca a poly p ep t id e 
selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; and 

(b) a_fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; wherein 
said fragments bind s SEP ID NO:4T APT 1 • 

(ii) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; and 

(iii) ajhe test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the TACI protein polypeptide of 
SEQ ID NQ:2 or a fragment of t he polypep ti de of SEP ID NO? anH th^ 
polypeptide of SEP m Nn^ih. t^j t prnTr j n . 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of_the 
test compound, a tesj_compound that affects the interaction of the polypeptide ofSFOm 
NP:2 or a fragment of the po lypep tide of SE P ID NO:?, and the polyp epti de of SEP ID 
N04T ACI protein and the TACI L prote i n is identified. 

30. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify ita 
nh il i ty to affect the interaction o f TACI with TACI L, the method c omprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:2; 

(ii) : FA€^-^-a_protein j wh e rein naid TACI L protein comprises a 
polypeptide selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:4; and 

(b) ^fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; wherein 
said fragments binds TACI L SEP ID NP:2 : and 

(iii) the_a test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the polypeptide of SEP ID 
NQg TACI protein and the TACI L protein polypeptide of .SEP ID NP:4 
or a fragment of the polypep tid e of SEP ID NP-4 - 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a tesLcompound that affects the interaction of the polypeptide of SEP ID 
N02_ TACI protein and the TACI L protei n polypeptide of SEP ID NP-4 or a fragment 
of the polyp eptide of SEP ID NP:4 is identified. 
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31. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the interaction of TACI with TACI L, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) a_fragmente of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:2, wherein said 
fragments binds SEP ID NO:4 : 

(ii) a_fragments of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4, wherein said 
fragments binds-^^AGI the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO: 2 : and 

(iii) tbea test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of th e TACI protein a fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2 and the TACI L protein a fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NQ:4 : 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test compound that affects the interaction of a fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NQ:2. the TACI protein and a fragment of the polypeptide of SEQ 
ID NO M th e TACI L protein is identified. 

32. (Currently amended) A method of screening a test compound to identify its 
ability to affect the int e raction of TACI with TACI L, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

a. forming a composition comprising 

(i) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(ii) the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:4; and 

(iii) athe test compound; and 

b. assaying for the level of interaction of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NQ:2 
TACI protein and the polypeptide of SEP ID NQ:4 TACI L protnin : 

such that if the level obtained in step (b) differs from that obtained in the absence of the 
test compound, a test compound that affects the interaction of the polypeptide of SEP ID 
NQi2 TACI protein and the polypeptide of SEP ID NQ:4 TACI K pmtnin is identified. 

33. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein the fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:2 is amino acids 1-166 of SEQ ID NP:2. 

34. (Previously added) The method of claim 31, wherein the fragment of the 
polypeptide of SEQ ID NP:4 is amino acids 73-285 of SEQ ID NP:4. 
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